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Next IMO MEPC/MSC Human Element Working Group

IMO (MSC81) endorsed the circulars produced at the last meeting of the IMO MEPC/MSC Human Element Working Group (HEWG).   HEWG will meet at MSC82, which is 29 November to 8 December in Istanbul, Turkey (the IMO building in London is being re-furbished).  Deadlines for papers are approaching fast, and there are signs that the agenda will make for a busy meeting.

UK MCA Human Element Advisory Group

The MCA held a meeting of a Human Element Advisory Group (HEAG) on 3rd of May.  The integrating nature of the Human Element was demonstrated at the meeting by the number and range of presentations from parts of the MCA.  HEAG will not replace or duplicate existing consultation groups, but will help to connect existing areas, improve operator input, and address topics of importance to the Human Element.  Your correspondent attended as a representative of the Ergonomics Society and was impressed by the number of people attending and their enthusiasm for the topic. 

The Seafarer Health and Safety Branch of the MCA has produced some excellent booklets on a range of topics.  New ones include ‘Manual Handling and You’, ‘Protecting Yourself and Others from Slips, Trips and Falls’ and ‘Preventing Slips, Trips and Falls On Board’.  

IEA Maritime Ergonomics Symposium

The 16th World Congress of the International Ergonomics Association is in Maastricht in July. 

http://www.iea2006.org
On Monday 10th July there is a symposium on Maritime Ergonomics.  There are seven papers with authors from six Countries.  

MHFRG Methods Seminar 2007

The Maritime Human Factors Research Group is planning a Methods Seminar in 2007.

www.maritimehumanfactors.org 

Alert! Award

The 2005 RINA - Lloyd's Register Ship Safety Award (Industry Category) was awarded to the Alert! Bulletin at the start of this month.  Congratulations to David Squire and those involved for giving the Human Element both prominence and high-quality material.  

http://www.he-alert.org/ 

Slogan competition and website update

The entries in the slogan competition were reviewed by the Ergonomics Society.  The winning entry was ‘shaping ships for people’, and the winner, Marc Lassagne, has received his prize (Bladnoch whisky).  Having a slogan has prompted some changes to the website, which I hope will make it easier to navigate round the site.  There is a new home page at:

http://www.maresig.org
Please have a look and let me know of any possible improvements.  You may wish to update your bookmark/favourite for the site.

Once again, thanks are due to Lloyd’s Register for their support.

Brian Sherwood Jones

brian@processforusability.co.uk 
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