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Lecture on 3 September

Regulatory influences on safety standards in the shipping industry

by

Captain Syamantak Bhattacharya

Nippon Foundation Research Fellow

Seafarers International Research Centre

Cardiff University

MONDAY 3rd September 2007 17.30 for 18.15

A Joint Meeting of the Professional Societies presents an informal lecture onboard H.Q.S. Wellington arranged by the Honourable Company of Master Mariners.

H.Q.S. WELLINGTON Temple Stairs  -  Victoria Embankment  - London - WC2R 2PN

Tel  (020) 7836 8179  info@hcmm.org.uk

Moored opposite Temple Underground Station

The importance of the Flag States has always remained on the forefront. However, the process of self regulation is gaining wide acceptance within the maritime industry as a means of ensuring a high quality standard of operation. But does such regulation work and ensure the highest standards are maintained? 

Captain Bhattacharya, formerly in command of tankers with Denholms and as a Ship-Manager in Singapore, has undertaken extensive research in this area and will submit a PhD thesis on the subject.

This should prove to be an interesting, illuminating and possibly controversial, lecture on a very up to date and relevant subject.

There will be ample time to talk to the speaker informally before and after the meeting in the Wardroom bar.  Members ofall the participating organisations and other interested guests will be most welcome. There will be no need to book a place and the event is free of charge.

[Editor’s comment; Syamantak Bhattacharya is a very good speaker and has done research that is interesting, novel and important.  Do go if you can possibly make it.]

SIRC Symposium

The Seafarer’s International Research Centre at Cardiff held its Symposium in early July.  Your editor found it extremely interesting; the presentations gave genuinely novel insights, and the discussion was very interesting, reflecting the wide range of people attending.  

The proceedings are highly recommended and can be downloaded from:

http://www.sirc.cf.ac.uk/pdf/Symposium%20Proceedings%202007.pdf (1.2 meg)

Fatigue article

Cecilia Österman has an article on the ‘fatigue at sea’ study.

http://www.shipgaz.com/magazine/issues/2007/12/1207_article3.php
There seem to be some problems with the study website, but google found the following:

The study Fatigue at sea

The project started during the autumn of 2005, is part of the VINNOVA Maritime safety programme, and is planned to run for at least two years.

Aims and objectives

The study has two separate work packages in which we study the same basic issue, irregular working hours, on two populations:

A. Watchkeeping officers on merchant ships.

B.  Marine pilots and boatmen.

An overarching goal of both studies is to collect data about the fatigue levels of watchkeeping officers, marine pilots and boatmen, to relay this information to appropriate instances and to derive innovative solutions in cooperation with maritime stakeholders.

Results and impact

The results will consist of both objective data about fatigue levels of the studied mariners and a number of pragmatic recommendations for authorities, shipping companies and mariners. The expected impact is increased safety at sea by reducing the number of accidents and incidents partly or wholly due to fatigue.

Implementation of Plan and Methodology

The study is divided into steps:

1. Charting of existing knowledge.

2. A physiological study where several instruments will be used to measure level of fatigue and quality of sleep, complemented by officers’ subjective fatigue assessments.

3. Analysis of fatigue-related accidents.

4. Test and validation of solutions with experts, onboard ships and in a simulator.

Study B includes visits to pilot stations, a background questionnaire, and boatmen and marine pilots’ personal logs over work, rest and recovery.

Research partners:

VTI

Karolinska Institutet

Sjöfartsverket

Kalmar Sjöfartshögskola

Wallenius Marine AB

Tärntank Rederi AB

Rederi AB Nordship

World Maritime University

Financial sources:

VINNOVA

Sjöfartsverket

Stiftelsen Sveriges Sjömanshus

Wallenius Marine AB

IMO MEPC Human Element Working Group items

The Human Element Working Group discussed the role of the DPA, and its competency requirements.  There was a discussion on incident analysis of chemical tanker explosions, where consideration of the full scope of the human element will be important.

There did not seem to be any enthusiasm for a joint IMO/ILO HE working group without a specific agenda.

IMO NAV items

At NAV53, the INS Performance Standard was published, and a set of BRM guidelines for the design of bridges were issued as a Safety of Navigation (SN) Circular.  Hopefully, the latter will see the design emphasis change from the single operator in ‘head down mode’.  BNWAS and ECDIS were also discussed extensively. 

Start of scanning Donald Anderson archive

Your editor has made a start on scanning a wonderful archive of material from Donald Anderson, with papers from say 30 years ago.  The papers are being put at:

http://www.maresig.org/twiki/view/MarESIG/ErgsHistory 

The few that are there show that many issues and solutions currently being examined are far from new.  They are well worth a read; more will be added as soon as I can scan the articles.  Mamy thanks to Donald and his family for getting the material to me.

If you have any other material on early maritime ergonomics, let me know. 'Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.' George Santayana

MCA consultation

The MCA has a consultation on the use of photchromic lenses, and has a draft MGN on night adaptation.  

http://tinyurl.com/2dqjz8 

PUBLIC CONSULTATION ON DRAFT MARINE GUIDANCE NOTICE ON PRECAUTIONS TO BE TAKEN FOR NIGHT TIME LOOKOUT DUTIES

In April 2007, the Marine Accident Investigation Branch published their report into the loss of the sailing yacht OUZO and her three crew in August 2006.

The report recommended that MCA should institute measures to eliminate the practice of wearing photochromic lenses for lookout at night on UK registered vessels, and to raise the awareness of the dangers internationally.

The consultation closes on 28 September 2007 

IEA TC deliberations

A number of people are working together to come up with a way ahead for the proposed IEA Maritime Ergonomics Technical Committee.  If you would like to help, please get in touch.  A google group has been set up to assist this activity.  

Hazard spotting competition

The ICS/ISF annual review  http://www.marisec.org/annualreview/annualreview.pdf has been published recently.  The text is a good read, but the pictures offer a challenge to the human element community; how many hazards can you spot?  The winning entry will receive a worthwhile prize. 

I have had only a few proposals for the competition, so I’ll extend the entry date till the end of September.  

Thanks are due to Lloyd’s Register for their support.

Brian Sherwood Jones

brian@processforusability.co.uk 

20 August 2007

